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orders, to leave their station at the dawn of day,
were immediately followed by the native force;
who, suddenly presenting a front of ten yards in
width,   fired a volley, arid then rushing forward,
took possession of the post,  towards which they
had been so incautiously led, and from which the
men were driven without having been able to dis-
charge their guns.    Had the enemy possessed the
skill, or the self-denial to have kept their advan-
tage,  the  colonists must have been  utterly de-
stroyed ; but such was their avidity for plunder,
that, abandoning every thing for the pillage of four
houses in the outskirt of the settlement, they so far
impeded and confused the main body of their army,
that the colonists had time to recover from their
panic, and, by keeping up a rapid fire with the
brass field-piece, they brought the whole body of
the enemy to a stand.    A detachment of muske-
teers, with E. Johnson at their head, was, mean-
while, despatched round the enemy's flank, which
considerably increased their disorder, and, in about
twenty minutes, the main front of the assailants
began to recoil, but from the numerous obstacles
presented to their rear, the entire absence of disci-
pline, and the difficulty of giving a reversed order,
without method, to so large a body, and added to
all, the delay arising from their practice of carrying
off their dead, their retreat was, for a time, ren-
dered impossible ; and the violence used by those
in front, to hasten this measure, only increased